
Dartford Primary Academy 

WHERE WE ARE IN TIME AND PLACE 

Central Idea:  Homes can be affected by significant events. 

Lines of Inquiry.  An inquiry into:   

- Disasters that can affect homes (causation).  

- How significant events lead to improvements (change). 

- Ways in which humans can respond to disasters  (responsibility). 

Year Group: 

2 

Term: 

2 

Subject Focus:   

History— 

We will investigate the Great Fire of   

London. We will explore how the fire has 

affected our locality and explore a range 

of sources. 

Science— 

We will investigate the properties of  

materials and their uses.  

Provocation: 

To begin our inquiry, we will 

explore a range of visual and 

written sources depicting the 

events of the Great Fire of 

London and other natural   

disasters that may affect 

homes.  

Opportunities for Home     

Learning: 

We will be investigating, re-

designing and making fire     

engines to aid  in a range of 

disasters.  

Transferrable skills that will be developed in this unit: 

- Research skills: planning and observing.  

- Thinking skills: acquisition of knowledge and application 

of knowledge. 

Key Vocabulary:  

Types of materials: wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, rock, brick, fabric, 

sand, paper, flour, butter, milk, soil 

Properties of materials:  hard/soft, stretchy/not stretchy, shiny/dull, 

rough/smooth, bendy/not bendy, transparent/not transparent, sticky/

not sticky 

Leather bucket, squirt, douse, fire hook, fire break, thatched roof, wattle 

and daub, timber frame, cathedral 

Past, present, timeline, chronology, before, after, then and now.  

Outcome:    We will research, discuss and design 

homes for people who have lost their home due to 

natural disasters.  We will use our knowledge of 

homes, significant events and materials.  

Links to PSCHE / SMSC: 

This term, we will be discussing our knowledge of fami-

lies, family communities and how families may support 

one another during significant events.  

Career Links: 

We are builders.  

We are architects.  

We are scientists.  

Sharing Success: 

ClassDojo  to share the learning of students and to 

celebrate the learner profile attributes;                 

Principal’s certificate each week;      Inquiry board to 

display student work and thoughts;   Class Floor 

book to celebrate the learning journey.  

Class Reader: The Cat and 

the King 

 



Milestones covered in this topic 

Lead Subjects—  

History 

 Can they recount some interesting facts from an historical event, such as where the ‘Fire of Lon-
don’ started?  

 Can they explain why Britain has a special history by naming some famous events and some fa-
mous people? 

 Can they explain how their local area was different in the past?  

 Can they explain why their locality (as wide as it needs to be) is associated with a special historical 
event?  

 Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately?  

 Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past?  

 Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for their order?  

 Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such as an information book?  

 Can they use phrases and words like:  ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in their 
historical  learning?  

Science 

 Can they describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials?  

 Can they compare and group together a variety of materials based on their simple physical proper-
ties?  

 Can they work scientifically by observing closely, identifying and classifying the uses of different 
materials, and recording their observations? 

 Can they explore how the shapes of solid objects can be changed? (squashing, bending, twisting, 
stretching)  

 Can they find out about people who developed useful new materials? (e.g. John Dunlop)  

 Can they identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including 
wood,  metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper, cardboard for particular uses?  

Other subjects— 

Geography 

 Can they find out about Dartford and a non-European locality by using different sources of evi-
dence? 

 Can they label a diagram or photograph using some geographical words?  

 Can they use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic geograph-
ical features? 

 Can they describe a place outside Europe using geographical words?  

 Can they explain what makes a locality special?  

 Can they name the capital cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland?  

 Can they use North, East, South and West and locational and directional language to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map? 



Milestones covered in this topic 

Design Technology 

 Can they make a freestanding structure that has a framework? 

 Do they know how freestanding structures can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable? 

 Can they make a product that moves using wheels and axles? 

Computing 

 Can they send and reply to messages sent by a safe email partner (within school)?  

 Can they word process a piece of text?  

 Can they insert/delete a word using the mouse and arrow keys?  

 Can they highlight text to change its format (B, U, I)?  

Art 

 Can they create individual and group collages?  

 Can they use different kinds of materials on their collage and explain why they have chosen them?  

 Can they join fabric using glue?  

 Can they sew fabrics together?  

English  

 Compose sentences orally. Use the drafting process to gather and write down ideas and key words. 

 Write appropriate narratives about personal experiences or those of others, whether real or imag-
ined, maintaining narrative form. 

 Write about real events, maintaining form and purpose. 

 Re-read and check own writing. Proof- read for errors.  

 Co-ordinate sentences using and, or, but. 

 Use sentence demarcation with increasing accuracy, including capital letters, full stops, question 
marks and exclamation marks; commas to separate items in lists. 

 Use some varied vocabulary to create detail and interest, including adjectives to make noun 
phrases; adverbs and verbs. 

 Identify word classes: noun, adjective, verb and adverb. 

 Choose the past or present tense appropriately. 

Maths 

 Identify fact families within 20.  

 Check calculations, using the inverse and other methods.  

 Compare number sentences.  

 Identify and use related facts. 

 Use bonds to 100 (tens). 

 Add and subtract 1s and 10s. 

 Add and subtract 2-digit and 1-digit numbers. 

 Add three 1-digit numbers. 


