
Dartford Primary Academy Reading Spine 
 

YEAR 6 Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinar
y Themes 

Who We Are 

human relationships including 

families, friends, communities 

and cultures. 

Where We Are in Time and 

Place 

the relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 

individuals and civilisations, 

from local and global 

perspectives. 

How the World Works 

the interaction between the 

natural world (physical and 

biological) and human 

societies. 

How We Organise Ourselves 

societal decision making. 

Sharing the Planet 

peace and conflict resolution. 

How We Express Ourselves 

 the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values. 

Central Idea Living things undergo 
adaptation  

Wars can be detrimental for 
prosperity.  

TBC TBC TBC Expression and imagination 
engages audience. 

Lines of Inquiry An inquiry into: 
- Why change occurs over 
time (change). 
- Why people look the way 
they do (causation).  
- Current affairs that lead to 
change (connection).  

An inquiry into:  
- How war may impact lives 
differently (perspective). 
- How war has shaped our 
lives today (change).  
- How it is our responsibility 
to prevent future conflict 
(responsibility). 
 

TBC TBC TBC An inquiry into: 
- How objects and light 
interact (function). 
- How shadows may be used 
creatively (connection). 
- Why people express their 
feelings (perspective). 

Main focus Evolution and Inheritance WW2 Electricity Keeping Healthy Ancient Maya Light 

Class Reader 

     
 

PYP linked text  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Blake’s poetry 

 

 

MyOn linked text to be 
added 
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YEAR 5 Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinar
y Themes 

Who We Are 

human relationships including 

families, friends, communities 

and cultures 

Where We Are in Time and 

Place 

the discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of humankind. 

How the World Works 

the interaction between the 

natural world (physical and 

biological) and human 

societies. 

How We Organise Ourselves 

societal decision-making 

Sharing the Planet 

access to equal opportunities 

How We Express Ourselves 

the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our 

creativity 

Central Idea Justice systems can guide 
how people live. 

Discoveries can improve our 
knowledge. 

Human invention can impact 
the availability of water as a 
resource. 

TBC Humans can prevent the 
future loss of species from 
the planet. 

Stories connect people 
despite language.  

Lines of Inquiry An inquiry into: 
- How Crime and Punishment 
is transforming (change). 
- Why a justice system is 
necessary  (causation). 
- Whether punishments 
always fit the crime 
(perspective).  

An inquiry into: 
- The solar system we live in 
(form).  
- How the solar system works 
(function).  
- How discoveries are 
interconnected with our 
knowledge (connection).  

An inquiry into: 
- Human impact on water as 
a resource.  
- How humans use water as a 
resource  
- Human accessibility to 
water 

TBC An inquiry into: 
- Endangered species and 
loss of natural habitat 
- Human impact on the 
planet. 
- What can be done to 
protect the planet and 
prevent future damage 
(responsibility). 

An inquiry into: 
  Different languages i.e. 
body, speech. 
-Different interpretations of 
stories. 
 

Main focus Crime and Punishment Space Water Scarcity Vikings Rainforests Ancient Greeks 

Class Reader 

  
  

 
  

PYP linked text 
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YEAR 4 Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinary 
Themes 

Who We Are 

what it means to be a human. 

Where We Are in Time and 

Place 

personal histories 

How the World Works 

the natural world and its laws 

How We Organise Ourselves 

the structure and function of 

organisations 

Sharing the Planet 

rights and responsibilities in 

the struggle to share finite 

resources with other people 

and with other living things.  

How We Express Ourselves 

the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our 

creativity 

Central Idea Understanding our mind and 
body is essential to our health. 

Past events and discoveries 
shape the environment and 
our lives. 

TBC 
Living things work together to 
create communities 

TBC 
People express themselves 
through music, language and 
art 

Lines of Inquiry A inquiry into: 
- How the digestive system 
works (function). 
- How our body behaves 
depending on how we treat it 
(change).  
- How a healthy diet will 
affect our wellbeing 
(connection).  

An inquiry into: 
- Major events, discoveries 
and inventions (form).  
- The development of 
discoveries and inventions 
(change).  
- The influence of the past on 
our lives today and the future 
(causation). 

TBC An inquiry into: 
- Ways of documenting 
personal history. 
- Different countries in the 
European Union and cities in 
the UK. 
 - Influences of Anglo-Saxons 
on the world today. 

An inquiry into  
- What features cities and 
villages have (form). 
- How cities and villages 
work differently based on 
their features (function). 
- How the features of a city 
or village have changed 
over time (change).  

An inquiry into: 
- The way sounds travel 
(function). 
- The different ways we 
express ourselves 
(perspective). 
- How we communicate 
using art (connections). 

Main focus Digestive system Romans, Electricity Water Cycle Anglo-Saxons Cities as a habitat Sounds of the city 

Class Reader 

 
 

 
 

  

PYP linked text 

 
 

  

 
 

Digital texts about Rio 
carnival 
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YEAR 3 Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinar
y Themes Who We Are 

physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health 

Where We Are in Time and 

Place 

orientation in place and time 

How the World Works 

the natural world and its laws 

How We Organise Ourselves 

societal decision-making 

Sharing the Planet 

communities and the 

relationships within and 

between them 

How We Express Ourselves 

the ways in which we discover 

and express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and 

values 

Central Idea Humans need to take care of 
themselves to be healthy.  

Lives change through the 
discovery of new materials. 

TBC TBC All living things are 
dependent upon other living 
things for their survival.  

Beliefs and cultures can be 
communicated in different 
ways.  

Lines of Inquiry An inquiry into: 
- The structure of the human 
body (form).  
- How body structures work 
together (function). 
- How people take care of 
their bodies and minds 
(responsibility).  

An inquiry into: 
- How people's lives have 
changed over time (change). 
- How and why the lives of 
people in the past were 
different (perspective). 
- How natural materials are 
created (formation). 

TBC TBC An inquiry into:  
- How living things obtain the 
things they need to survive 
(function). 
- How living things are 
interdependent 
(connection). 
- How people can impact on 
the survival of other living 
things (responsibility). 

TBC 

Main focus Healthy body and mind Stone Age to Iron Age Magnets  and Light Volcanos Living Things Ancient Egypt 

Class Reader 

      

PYP linked text 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 



Dartford Primary Academy Reading Spine 

YEAR 2 Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinar
y Themes 

Who We Are 

physical, mental, social and 

spiritual health 

Where We Are in Time and 

Place 

homes and journeys 

How the World Works 

how humans use their 

understanding of scientific and 

technological advances on 

society and on the 

environment 

How We Organise Ourselves 

the structure and function of 

organisations 

Sharing the Planet 

rights and responsibilities in 

the struggle to share finite 

resources with other people 

and with other living things 

How We Express Ourselves 

our appreciation of the 

aesthetic 

Central Idea Health and wellbeing is 
affected by relationships. 

Homes can be affected by 
significant events. 

TBC TBC Growing and survival 
depends on certain 
conditions 

Imagination helps us to 
think, create and use 
materials 

Lines of Inquiry An inquiry into:  
- How we all have different 
needs (perspective).  
- How a balanced lifestyle 
leads to a healthy one 
(connection).  
- How people can support 
others in being healthy 
(responsibility). 

An inquiry into: 
- How disasters may 
begin(causation).  
- How a significant event 
leads to improvements 
(change). 
- How we can help prevent 
disasters (responsibility). 

TBC TBC An inquiry into: 
- Living things and their 
habitats (form)  
- The changes living things 
undergo (change). 
- How living things rely upon 
conditions (connection).  

An inquiry into 
- The properties of materials 
(form). 
- How imagination connects 
to innovation (connection). 
- The process of design 
(function).  

Main focus Health Great Fire of London to 
include local history  

Computing skills  Florence Nightingale Habitats DT 

Class Reader 

 
    

 

PYP linked text 

 

 
 

https://watch.vooks.com/vid
eos/blackout 

 

 

  

 

https://watch.vooks.com/videos/blackout
https://watch.vooks.com/videos/blackout
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YEAR 1 Module 1 Modules 2 and 3 Modules 4 and 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinary 
Themes 

Who We Are 

human relationships including families, 

friends, communities and cultures. 

Where We Are in Time and Place 

the discoveries, explorations and migrations of 

humankind 

How the World Works  

the natural world and its laws 

How We Express Ourselves 

the ways in which we reflect on, extend and 

enjoy our creativity 

Central Idea Family, community and wellbeing makes us 
unique. 

The past influences the present and the 
future of individuals and civilisations. 

Observation allows the understanding of 
earth's living things, properties and ways to 
conserve them. 

Imagination is a powerful tool expanding our 
ability to think, create and express ourselves. 

Lines of Inquiry An inquiry into:  
- Our bodies (form). 
- How relationships between people can be 
different (perspective). 
- The communities we belong to 
(responsibility). 

An inquiry into: 
- Royal castles and their features (form). 
- The role of the Monarchy (function). 
- How people's lives have changed (change). 

TBC TBC 

Main focus Relationships Kings and Queens Animals and Plants  

Inquiry texts 
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In addition, we use  a range of genres that follow children’s changing interests as part of our Reading Rainbows sessions. Texts are available throughout the year for children to access during CI play that link to areas, 

e.g. there are various recipe books and non fiction texts. Newspaper articles as they arise throughout the year will be incorporated in the environment. 
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RECEPTION Module 1 Modules 2 and 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinary 
Themes Who We Are 

the nature of the self.  

Where We Are in Time and Place 

homes and journeys 

How We Organise Ourselves 

the interconnectedness of 

human-made systems and 

communities. 

Sharing the Planet 

communities and the relationships 

within and between them 

How We Express Ourselves 

 the ways in which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, nature, 

culture, beliefs and values. 

Central Idea Everyday people learn about 
themselves and what they can do. 

Homes reflect our culture and local 
conditions 

People in communities help keep 
us safe. 

All living creatures may play a role 
in our lives. 

People use creativity to express 
their uniqueness 

Lines of Inquiry An inquiry into:  
- Our physical characteristics 
(form. 
- How our feelings, likes and 
dislikes can be different to each 
other (perspective). 
- How we behave at school 
(causation). 

An inquiry into:  
- What makes a house a home 
(form). 
- How homes reflect culture 
(connection). 
- How our homes are different to 
others (perspective). 

TBC An inquiry into: 
- The features of minibeasts 
(form). 
- Why humans need minibeasts 
(function). 
- Our responsibilities to protect 
living creatures (responsibility). 

An inquiry into: 
- How creativity is inspired by our 
environment (connection). 
- Personal forms of expression 
(perspective). 
- How a piece of art is created and 
improved (reflection). 

Main focus Feelings and Ourselves Homes People who help us Minibeasts Expression and creativity 

Inquiry Texts 
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In addition we use: A range of genres that follow children’s changing interests. Texts are available throughout the year for children to access during CI play that link to areas. Newspaper articles as they arise 

throughout the year that take account children’s interest and raise awareness of topical events / current affairs . Virtual books. 
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NURSERY Modules 1 and 2 Module 3 Module 4 and 5 Module 6 

Transdisciplinary 
Themes Who We Are 

the nature of the self 

How We Organise Ourselves 

the interconnectedness of human-made 

systems and communities 

Sharing the Planet 

rights and responsibilities in the struggle to 

share finite resources with other people and 

with other living things 

How We Express Ourselves 

the ways in which we discover and express 

ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and 

value 

Central Idea Happy and independent Learners are 
successful 

People who help us keep us safe, happy and 
healthy. 

Animals in stories are always kind, friendly 
and helpful (Module 4) 
All living things grow, change and develop 
(Module 5) 

Change is necessary but exciting. 

Lines of Inquiry An inquiry into: 
- How to be happy and independent 
(perspective).  
- Our responsibilities to help us feel safe and 
secure (responsibility). 
- How our beliefs and celebrations 
connected (connection).  

An inquiry into: 
- How do people help us?  
- What jobs do people do that help us? 
(Form) 
- How can we be safe, happy and healthy? 
(Perspective) 
- How can we help others? (Responsibility) 

Module4 - An inquiry into: 
-What are your favourite stories with 
animals in? (Form) 
-What does it mean to be kind, friendly and 
helpful? (Responsibility) 
-How do you tell a story? What happens in a 
story? (Function) 
 
Module 5 - An inquiry into: 
How living things grow and change (change). 
Why living things change their appearance 
(function). 
Why they have to grow (function) 
How we care for living things to help them 
grow and develop (responsibility). 

An inquiry into: 
- Changes we experience (change). 
- Why we experience change (change). 
- How we and our friends feel about change 
(perspective).  
 
 

Main focus Feeling safe and secure in their new 
environment. 

Module 2- Their cultures and beliefs.  

People Who Help us Module 4- Stories/Traditional tales 
Module 5- Life cycles 

Changes in our lives. 
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Inquiry texts 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Non-fiction texts about starting in 
Reception. 
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In addition, we use: 

- A range of genres that follow children’s changing interests.  

- Texts available throughout the year for children to access during CI play that link to areas.  

- Newspaper articles as they arise throughout the year that take account children’s interest and raise awareness of topical events / current affairs.  

- Virtual books.  

- Nursery rhymes and traditional tales which we sing and recite continuously throughout the year. 


