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Dear DPA  Community

Well what a first year as Principal of

Dartford Primary Academy!  I cannot

say how proud I am of all of my

children, parents and brilliant staff

that have handled the biggest, most

significant life changing experience

our generation has ever witnessed. 

We have created miracles in what we

have all achieved as

a community and that comes not by

chance, but by faith and teamwork

that knows no bounds.  Our online

community was a real strength here at

the academy and I hope as we move

forward, we can explore other ways to

continue this and keep working hard

to bring us all together. From photo

collages, to dance videos and the

Amarillo staff production -  It is true to

say whilst the world had to stay apart -

the community here at DPA came

together.  I am incredibly fortunate to

be part of this caring and

nurturing community.

Our year 6's go off to pastures new

and we are all deeply saddened that

our summer camp, Prom and other

planned activities have not happened. 

I speak on behalf of every member of

staff and adult in our community,

when we wish our year 6's every future

success and hope your next

educational step is full of awe and

wonder.  Good luck and remember to

be the change you want to see in the

world!

It is with sadness, we have not had

the normal end of year celebrations

and I know all of the staff are sad

that we have not been able to

deliver our activities and summer

plans with you - but next year will be

great!  Lots to look forward to.  

 I would like to take this opportunity

to reassure all parents that staff

here at DPA have worked tirelessly

to keep everyone safe and will

continue to do so on our return. 

 Working safely to all Government

guidance, we have managed to

finish the school year returning our

Nursery, Reception, Year 1,2,5 and 6

classes.  Whilst we still desperately

missed our year 3 and 4's we look

forward to making up for lost

opportunities next year.

 I hope you all have a great summer

with lots of family and enjoyable

moments to cherish and remember! 

2020 what a year! - I hope you have

a summer full of making happy

lovely memories!  Stay safe and take

care. 

A newsletter is a regularly

distributed publication tha

generally about one main

topic of interest to its

subscribers. Newspapers an

leaflets are types of

newsletters. For example,

newsletters are distributed

schools to inform parents

about things that happen i

that school. Newsletters ar

published by clubs, church

societies, associations, and

businesses.
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SLT update

After recovering from the shock of waking early and

getting to school, it has been a delight to slowly welcome

back year groups as we drive towards September.

Again, many thanks for the emails of appreciation that we

have received- it means a great deal to all the staff who

have worked hard to make their return both enjoyable and

safe. Take care and stay safe over the summer. We really

look forward to having you all back in September!

Mrs Haywood and Mr Mitchell

Vice Principals 

Friends' Association 
We would like to thank the Friends Association for all the

fundraising they have achieved this academic year. Despite

the lockdown, which put a halt on all the summer

activities, Ms Dickinson and Mrs. Cartwright managed to

compile a Leavers Book for the Year 6 children so they

could take home a memento of their time at DPA.  A very

big thank you to them for all the time and effort they have

put into producing this. We will all need to support them

110% when life returns to normal to help them raise funds

for the children going forward.

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"

Dear Parents/ Carers and Pupils,

 What an extraordinary year it has been here at DPA! We

must not forget all the great experiences and memories we

have shared together. We have been visited by people who

help us including firemen and medical staff, participated in

Victorian and WW2 days, planned parties and celebrations,

become ‘qualified’ UK tour guides, been lost in the solar

system, fought as a Legionnaire in the Roman Army and

built fires during the Stone Age. Who can forget the

inspiring activity days and Miss Breton and Miss Cirone

leading the dancing for Sports Relief! We are already

looking forward to next year's topics and the continuation

of our PYP journey alongside delving into reading a

number of brilliant stories across the school as our library

areas and reading focus develops.

To all those who became stars of the week, achieved their

Buster’s Book Club minutes or reached their AR target,

huge congratulations! We have been amazed by the

resilience and enthusiasm shown by our pupils throughout

the year but especially towards our online learning. The

staff's hard work has been repaid through the excellent

work and engagement we have received. Be proud of all

you have achieved in such unusual circumstances!
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This term we have been learning ‘How to Express

Ourselves’. We have read the book ‘Dog’s don’t do

ballet’ and have had a go at choreographing our

very own dance moves! We learnt

about the different characters and how they were

feeling and linked this to different pieces of

music and how that can make us feel. This

sparked our curiosity and we became composers

as we explored musical instruments and how

their different sounds can be put together to

create happy, sad, excited or scared music!

Year R

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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In year one this term we have been learning through the theme

of ‘Sharing the Planet’.  

We have been inquiring about the animals of the world and

learning about whether they are carnivores, herbivores or

omnivores. In school we looked at the story of ‘The

Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson, sorting the characters by what

they eat and thinking about what the Gruffalo himself might be.

We then looked into how changing the environment could

affect the animals through a story called ‘Tidy’ by Emily Gravett.

The children were able to notice Pete the badger’s

mistakes and why they were not a good idea! We also looked at

a short story called ‘The Messy Magpie’ and realised the

importance of being responsible for your own rubbish.

 

We then took the opportunity to begin to learn about flowers,

plants and trees! We looked at similarities and differences,

labelled them and even made our own flowers. We then looked

at the seasons through the story of ‘Stick Man’ and some of us

made our own Stickman! 

Some fantastic learning has also continued at home. Here are

just a few of the amazing things that have been posted onto

Class Dojo.

class dojo.

 

We are so proud of all of you and look forward to seeing you

again in September!

Year 1

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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What an incredible term of home learning we have had in

year 2!  Our inquiry into “Homes can be affected by

significant events” has led to a range of creative

work from all of our pupils learning at home. 

We have inquired deeply into: what London was like before

the Great Fire of London; how the fire was caused; what

changed following the fire; how fire safety and service

have developed; and the impact of other significant events

on homes.   

To find out about the events surrounding the Great Fire of

London, 1666, we read Vlad and the Great Fire of London.

We used this narrative to learn about the possible causes

of the fire.  Using our knowledge of how the fire started

and what Tudor homes were like, we constructed some

amazing models of homes from the past.  

We learnt key vocabulary to help us understand how these

Tudor homes were constructed. Here is some of the key

vocabulary we have learnt: 

-         

Wattle and daub 

-         

Thatched roof

-         

Timber frame

 

We discovered that in 1666 they didn’t have phones,

television or radios!  Instead, town criers were used to

quickly spread information.  After learning this, we made

scrolls and acted out the role of a town crier during the

fire.

This term, we have also been exploring our knowledge of

the IB Learner Profile.  When in school, we are awarded

points for displaying the learner profile attributes, such as

being principled, knowledgeable or caring.  Some of us

created posters to help explain a learner profile.

Year 2

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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Year 3 have been learning all about the Ancient

Egyptians for our inquiry this term. We have focussed on

how they expressed their beliefs and ideas and the

children have created lots of their own Egyptian style

artefacts. These included sarcophagi, musical instruments

called sistrums and printing their own hieroglyphics. They

have also learnt all about the religion that Ancient

Egyptians followed and compared this to modern

religions. The children particularly enjoyed learning about

the wide variety of Egyptian gods and creating their own

god.  

We had a special reading day where the children used

myON to learn more about mummies. Did you know that

the Ancient Egyptians even mummified lions? The children

then used what they had learnt to mummify a family

member. However, you'll be glad to know that they skipped

the removing of organs step! 

Many of the year 3 children have been really enjoying

reading on myON at home. As a result, they are completing

more book quizzes on Accelerated Reader than ever

before and they are getting brilliant results. Some of them

are enjoying it so much that we have needed to increase

their Accelerated Reader targets to ten times the amount

they were previously! 

The competition on Times Tables Rockstars has been

fierce amongst year 3! We have held several 'battles'

between classes, which always lead to impressive amounts

of coins being earnt by all. Green Turtles are the reigning

champions but the other classes are not far behind. All of

that hard work is paying off as many children are speedily

progressing through the rockstar rankings by speeding up

their recall of times table facts.

Year 3

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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Wow, what an action-packed term it has been in

Year 4 with so many fun activities and challenges!

As part of our ‘How we express ourselves’ lines of

inquiry, the children used their inquiring minds to

investigate how sound travels through vibrations in

the air. This culminated in the children making

string phones and as one young man in Black Rhinos

commented in sheer delight ‘It actually works!’ In

music, they used their growing knowledge of sound

to explore pitch and volume.  The children designed

and made incredible musical instruments to

consolidate this learning. More recently, the

children became artists and researched how art is a

fantastic way of expressing mood and

feelings. They created some extremely original and

delightful artwork. 

Throughout the term, the children have taken part

in a daily fun challenge set by the teachers, such as

dancing raisins, designing a moving vehicle to carry

an egg, telling jokes and creating time capsules.

 

Finally, the year four team would like to thank the

children for showing great resilience and curiosity

this year. They have proven to be great thinkers,

keen inquirers and knowledgeable students. We

would also like to thank all the families for their

support, especially over the past few

months. You really have made a tremendous

difference.   

A 

Year 4

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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The summer terms for year 5 have really been a tale of two

halves. We started the term with all children still learning at

home but with all of the year 5 teachers in school. As a year

group, the children quickly learned how to use our Google

Classrooms and started to register, answer questions and

complete work through the lessons that the teachers posted. 

There were exciting developments early in the term as the

year 5 teachers started to record video lessons to access at

home, which the children could pause to be able to complete

the tasks at their own speed. The children had video lessons

in maths, English and reading. Once a week the children also

had the chance to log on for a live question and answer

lesson via Google Meets - these proved to be a welcome

addition as children were able to ask the questions that

mattered to them about their learning. Onwards, into the

second half of the term and the year group was halved! Half

of year 5 remained at home, continuing with home learning

through weekly projects. The other half of the year group

took the opportunity to come back to DPA. 

The children in their bubbles have had lessons which have

focussed on key skills in maths, English and reading that will

help them be ready for year 6. The classes have been taught

in teaching teams, with each bubble being taught by their

year 5 teacher and the teacher that they will have in year 6.

The lessons have been made more relaxed with plenty of

music, movement and time restricted, but fun, challenges.

Lessons back at DPA have been hugely successful. As part of

their English work so far, the children have written some

excellent horror narratives. Check out these extracts below,

starting with one from Rebecca;

:‘… a giant wave of mist was heading my way, at the speed of

light. I wanted to run but my feet stood there, paralysed. I

couldn’t move. The sky became grey and the once hot and

sunny weather turned into a windy foggy blackness. I was the

only one on the beach.

’And this one from Daisy:‘...The obsidian sky was covered with

massive ash clouds with areas of pearl light peering through.

An owl was constantly hooting as the oil lamps were slowly

swaying. In the foggy distance, a tall abbey was towering

over me.’

Finally, from Damilola:‘...Everyday, I went to the cabin at

sundown. This sundown was different. As soon as  I set foot in

the forest, the moon was out. I saw dead bodies. There was

 blood everywhere. The blood was fresh. Whatever did this

was close - really close!’

Year 5

A massive thank you must go to all of the year 5 team -

teachers and teaching assistants - who have worked

tirelessly to provide daily lessons to all of our children.

Also, a huge thank you from us to you for continuing to

support all of the children whether they are back with us in

the academy or continuing with their learning at home. We

wish you all a peaceful, restful and above all a safe and

healthy summer break.

 From the year 5 team. 

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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It was lovely to welcome back some of our year 6 children

to school. The children adapted incredibly well to our new

adjusted way of learning in ‘Bubbles’! Our inquiry topic

‘How We Express Ourselves’ allows the children to write a

sketch show, recounting their most memorable learning

experiences at DPA, communicating their thoughts clearly

and effectively among their peers and building their

confidence skills. These activities all tie in

with our transition process to get the children ready for

secondary, where we also focused on managing their own

emotions, coping with anxiety and ways to be

organised. Mid-way through the term, the children

participated in the National Sports Week, an innovative

way for doing our traditional sports day where the

children chose fun exciting activities to do. We are truly

amazed by how brave, adaptable and inspiring our year 6’s

have been, being one of the first year groups to return to

school. As it’s the last term with them, we want to take

this opportunity to wish them all the best at their new

secondary school. Good luck, we will miss you! 

Year 6

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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Dear Families and Friends,

This year at Dartford Primary Academy, has been one

like no other and we have learnt so many things along

the way. We would like to take this opportunity to thank

you for all your engagement with us during the school

closure period: for working with your child to complete

the online learning and posting it or completing paper

packs; for keeping in contact with us so that we have

been able to track that all our pupils are safe; for

answering the many calls we have made to you to

'check-in' and make sure you have all you need; and for

trusting us to help you when maybe you have needed

food, support or advice.

We would also like to thank the many local

organisations who have offered resources and support to

many of our families during this time including Mandy

the vicar at St Alban's Church, Marcia and the team at

Gateway Church and the team at Early Help.

It has allowed me to share important online safety

messages with you: our families. There is a huge amount of

information out there about online safety; so much so that it

can be confusing in itself, but I have been able to give you

pointers to the latest and most effective advice. I am happy

to say that even now, with more widespread use of online

learning, we as a community are doing it safely. Whatever

the platform the children have been asked to use they have

done it safely and responsibly by paying attention to the

ground rules that have been set. 

Staying safe online is an issue that is constant and ever

changing. New apps, games, social media platforms appear

and ‘take-off’ in terms of popularity all the time. As parents

it is our responsibility to make sure that all of us, at all

times, have a safe and enjoyable experience when online. I

thank you that as an academy community we are doing just

that and I am sure that by working together we will

continue to do so in the future. For the most up to date

information concerning online safety head to:

https://www.childnet.com/ 

Have an enjoyable and safe summer break.

Mr. Kenny

Keeping Everyone Safe

These have been unprecedented times in so many ways for

everyone. However, where there are changes forced upon

us there are also fantastic opportunities to be found. I am so

proud of us as a teaching and learning community in how

we have adapted to change, embraced home learning and

made the most of the online opportunities that we

have. Class Dojo has been invaluable as a platform for

sharing tasks. 

Teachers have set a whole range of work, shared videos and

shared pictures. Your children have been outstanding in

sharing their work with us, which shows how proficient they

are with the use of technology in their daily lives. We have

moved to use Google Classrooms to start the process of

sharing work and registering the children. We have shared

recorded video lessons, shared storytime videos on Youtube

and we have also experimented with live lessons. Class

Dojo has been invaluable in a different way too.

E-safety and Online Learning

Over the summer break, if you have any concerns about a

child please do not hesitate to either contact the NSPCC or

Kent's Children's Team on 03000 41 11 11 (text relay 18001

03000 41 11 11) or email social.services@kent.gov.uk.

If you think someone is in immediate danger, the best

thing to do is call 999 for the emergency services.

For advice and help regarding domestic abuse please
contact  the National Domestic Abuse Helpline:
0808 2000 247.

"Creating an appetite for knowledge; building a capacity to learn"
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MyON

It has been a fantastic term of reading since we
introduced MyON! We are so proud of all the efforts
every child has made in engaging with this. So far a
total of 8,456 books have been read and 1,223 hours
and 24 minutes logged, how impressive! The top 3 year
groups this term were; Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4. 

In order to encourage the use of MyON and reading
over the summer, we have a very exciting opportunity
for you to take part in! We will be holding a summer
reading competition and anyone who reads online in
August could win a prize! For every 5 books your child
reads and finishes their name will go into a draw
(maximum of 10 entries), and when we return in the
summer the winners will be picked. There will be both
class prizes and individual prizes so take part if you can
and have fun! 

Hannah Seymour
Dartford Primary Academy 

At the end of this term we will be saying goodbye to Gill

Tompsett, TA at the Infant site,  who will be retiring after

15 years. We would like to wish her a long and happy

retirement and thank her for all her hard work over the

years. . 

Fiona Crane will be leaving to have her baby . We would

like to wish her well and good luck with her new arrival. 

We would like to wish Caroline Williams, Charley

MacNeil, Christianne Seccombe, Jennie Potts, Tommy

Newman and Rachel Gilder all the best in their new jobs

and to thank them for all their hard work over their time

with Dartford Primary Academy. 

We would like to welcome back to the Dartford Primary

Academy team, Yasmin Hameed-Khan and Bethany

Smith who will be teaching at both sites. 

Goodbye....
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In the Nursery we have been learning some sounds in

phonics and blending simple words. We have been writing

these letters, practising forming them correctly. We have

been singing counting songs and counting objects up to

10, making the corresponding marks on paper, as well as

writing the numbers.

The children have enjoyed reading the books; The Three

Little Pigs, Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Dear Zoo

and have been using the construction to build houses and

enclosures for the animals. 

Outside, we enjoyed completing activities for Sports Week;

kicking a football around cones and jumping on the speed

bounce. We have played with the minibeasts and ice cream

role play area, sharing and making different flavoured ice

creams for our friends. 

Nursery update
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ACADEMIC YEAR
DATES 2020/21

  Term 1

  Thursday 3rd September- Friday 16th October  

  Half term holiday -   Monday  19th October to Friday 30th October inclusive

  Term 2  

  Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December 

  Christmas holidays -  Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January 

  Term 3

  Monday 4th January -  Thursday 11th February

  Half term holiday

  Friday 12th February - Friday 19th February inclusive 

  Term 4  

  Monday 22nd February - Thursday  1st April 

  Easter Holidays

  Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April inclusive  

  Term 5  

  Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May  

  Half term holiday  

  Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June  

  Term 6  

  Monday 7th June -Tuesday 20th July

 These dates are subject to change following guidance from GOV around 

 COVID19. 

 Please note that Wednesday 21st, Thursday 22nd July and

 Friday 23rd July are for 30 hour children nursery children only so they will

 finish on Friday 23rd July.

   


